Writing Animal Science Laboratory Reports
In college, lab report requirements vary greatly.  Some are quite rigorous and require that a review of the pertinent scientific literature be included in the introduction.  Since we a somewhat limited by time in this course, your write-up will be briefer and somewhat less rigorous than what you may do in college courses.  Even though they are shorter and less rigorous, please be thorough.  

Please use the following format and sequence when writing up your lab.  Please type in Times New Roman, 12 point font, and set word document at 1.5 spacing.

I. Title: This should indicate what the lab was all about.  Be brief, but indicate the nature of the investigation.  What was the question being investigated?  Specifically what was being observed?  Please do not exceed 25 words.

II. Introduction/Purpose/Hypothesis:  This should explain some background as to why we are performing the lab.  It can include explanations from the lab handouts, but should be cited or noted when discussed.  Why was this experiment performed?  State the hypotheses that are being investigated in each part of the procedure, that is tell what you predict will happen.  Explain how the procedure will allow you to confirm or reject the hypothesis.  

III. Materials & Procedure/Methods:  What procedures were followed and what materials and equipment were used?  This is no expected to be an account including minute details, but should be a general overview of what was done.  It is a good idea to include a diagram displaying how the equipment was used.  This section should be written impersonally and in a passive-voice, not “WE made a cross-section of the plant, and …”, but rather, “A cross-section of the plant was made, and …”.  Please leave out personal pronouns.
IV. Results/Data/Observations: This part of the report will display in tabular form (tables, graphs, etc.) the data that you collected.  It should be neatly and clearly presented.  DO NOT FUDGE YOUR DATA!  Put only the data that you are your lab partner/group, or the class collected – not what you think you would have seen.  Use graph paper or a computer graphing program to graphically display any data whenever it is appropriate.  This raw data is the ONLY part of your lab write-up that will be shared with your partner(s).  

V. Discussion/Conclusion:  Here you present a summary of the data generated by the lab.  Put into your own words what the numbers and/or observations tell you.  How do you interpret the data or observations in light of your hypothesis or your own expectations?  Do not make a mistake of looking for the “right answer,” and please, do not ask “What was supposed to happen?” Nature does not lie, but she is sometimes difficult to figure out.  In this section you must discuss your results.  If your results do not make sense, go back over the materials and methods section to identify sources of experimental error and describe them here.  
