Veterinary Science FAQ’s
Q. I love animals, is this the class for me?


A. Yes and No, being in the animal/veterinary science field is not about loving and petting animals, you have to have respect for animals.  Veterinary science is getting to work with animals, but it’s not necessarily always good and pleasant work, its blood, guts, and gore.  It’s being able to do for the animal what it can’t do for itself and sometimes that’s not pretty or desirable work.

Q. Can I receive 4th year science credit for this class?


A. Yes, the Animal Science (1st semester) class counts as a 4th year science and also counts towards HOPE.  The Animal Production & Management class does not count as a 4th year science, nor does it count towards HOPE, but it does count as an elective credit.

Q. What is a normal class day like?


A. Most days you will be taking notes, performing labs and hands-on activities, or working on projects.  There are about 10 labs and dissections per semester and one major project each semester that does require some outside of class work.  You will be busy everyday in class, but unlike other academic classes you will rarely have homework.

Q. What animals do we study?


A. Cats, Dogs, Cattle, Sheep, Goats, Horses, and Pigs

Q. Are there animals in the class?


A. Yes, there will be animals in the class on most days.  Animals, other than the teachers pets, that are used for learning restraint techniques, are not allowed in the classroom until everyone one passes the Animal Safety Test with a 90 or greater.
Q. Can I bring my pets to class?


A. Yes, but only on days approved by the teacher and only if verified with a parent that the animal is safe, healthy, and current on all vaccinations.

Q. Are there dissections in the class?


A. Yes, there are several dissections each semester from sheep hearts, to cow eyes, to cats.

Q. What supplies will I need for the class?


A. It is suggested that you have a 3” binder, a flash drive, and colored pencils/markers each day.

Q. What are the post-secondary options after I leave the class?


A. This depends on what your overall plan is once you leave high school.  If you plan on receiving an Associate’s in Veterinary Technology degree, there are four schools in Georgia where you could attend: Gwinnett Technical College, Athens Technical College, Ogeechee Technical College, and Fort Valley State University. In most program’s an associate’s degree should take two years to complete, but some schools have different requirements that could take longer.  If you plan on receiving a Bachelor’s in Animal Science there are only three schools in Georgia where you can attend: The University of Georgia, Berry College, and Fort Valley State University.  There are other schools in the state that other associate’s degrees and transfer options to larger schools; one particular school is Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College (ABAC).  
Q. I want to be a veterinarian; can I go to Vet School after I leave your program?

A. No, you must attend a college or university and at least earn 100 credit hours (that’s three years of college) or a Bachelor’s degree to apply to Vet School. 

Q. What is the difference in a Veterinary Technician and a Veterinarian?


A. A Veterinary Technician does a lot of the hands-on work with animals in the veterinary hospital, such as running labs, performing dental procedures, and taking blood; they are equivalent to the nurse in the doctor’s office.  A Veterinarian is responsible for taking the tests the technician ran and diagnosing the animal and for surgeries; they are equivalent to the doctor in the doctor’s office.
Q. What experience and skills will I gain from this class?


A. You will learn the anatomy & physiology of all of the animals and how all the systems work together. You will get hands-on skills from knowing how to restrain various species of animals to how to take blood and bandage wounds.

Q. How am I graded in the class?


A. Most of your grades come from tests, labs/dissections, the major semester project, and SAE (see below) hours.  Being in class everyday and turning in assignments on time is the best way of succeeding in the class.

Q. Are there any outside work requirements?


A. Yes, each semester students are required to obtain 20 outside hours for their Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) for a total of 40 hours for the year.  This can be most things that involve working with animals as long as they are outside of the classroom. Possible options are shadowing or working at a vet’s office, helping out with pet adoptions at the pet store, or volunteering at the Gwinnett Animal Shelter.
Q. Will I receive a certificate or be a certified veterinary technician after I leave the class?


A. No, after finishing this course students will not receive a certificate or be certified, nor can they get a job as a veterinary technician without first having received an Associate’s degree in Veterinary Technology.
